Areas of occurrence of natural hybridization of native species should be preserved as part of a dynamic ecosystem (Whitham and Maschinski 1996) . Such areas containing plant hybrids are often "hot spots of ecological and evolutionary activity" (Whitham 1991) . Hybrids are important with regard to genetic diversity and the conservation of evolutionary potential, and in some cases they serve as important indicators of areas of high biodiversity (Whitham 1991) . They also provide opportunities for research aimed at testing evolutionary and ecological hypotheses. Natural hybridization has played a significant role in the evolution of the fern genus Dryopteris (Evans and Wagner 1964) . The distribution and frequency of Dryopteris hybrids are important in determining relationships between the taxa for classification purposes, and an understanding of hybrids and their characteristics is essential for identification.
During a study of the floristic composition of the Rigaud Headwaters ANSI (Area of Natural and Scientific Interest) in eastern Ontario, a plant was found that had characteristics of both Goldie's Fern, Dryopteris goldiana (Hook. ex Goldie) A. Gray, and Evergreen Wood Fern, Dryopteris intermedia (Muhlenb. ex Willd.) A. Gray. Because such a hybrid had not previously been found in Canada (Cody and Britton 1989), the Canadian floristic literature provided no means of identification of the plant. Its identity as a hybrid of the two species it resembled was later determined with publications covering areas in the United States and specialized literature on fern hybrids. The identification was confirmed by J. D. Montgomery, a specialist in classification and identification of Dryopteris taxa.
Voucher:
Ontario: Glengarry Co.: Kenyon twp.: 10 km NE of Maxville, approx. 31 G/7 18T 519450 5021750, 2 Oct. 2001, P.M. Catling (DAO).
Distribution and ecology
Dryopteris goldiana occurs throughout a large portion of eastern North America, reaching its northern limit in southeastern Canada where it occurs from New Brunswick west to southern Quebec and southern Ontario (Cody and Britton 1989; Carlson and Wagner 1982 ) . Dryopteris intermedia is more widespread in eastern North America and in Canada where it occurs from Newfoundland west to northwestern Ontario (Cody and Britton 1989; Carlson and Wagner 1982 ) . Although a number of hybrids involving each of these two species have been reported from Canada (Cody and Britton 1989), a cross between D. goldiana and D. intermedia is known only from the United States where there are reports from Michigan, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio and Vermont. It is generally considered to be rare (Wherry 1961; Montgomery 1982; Thorne and Thorne 1989) . After 10 years of studying Dryopteris, Evans and Wagner (1964) noted that they had examined thousands of plants in dozens of localities without finding this cross, which they regarded as "one of the most unusual of the rare hybrid woodferns". 
Habitat

Identification Characteristics
Although rare, the D. goldiana × D. intermedia hybrid is not difficult to identify because it combines unique characters of both parents: the glands of D. intermedia, especially on the indusium, and the dark petiole scales of D. goldiana. The hybrid plant collected in eastern Ontario possessed both of these features. The blade, abruptly tapered at the tip (Figure 1) , is distinctly bipinnate-pinnatifid at the base and the basal pinnules are shorter than the adjacent pinnules ( Figure 1 ) so that the specimen keys to D. intermedia in many texts (e.g., Montgomery and Wagner 1993). However, the sori are essentially on the midvein of the segments rather than between the midvein and the mar- Additional information on the distinctive characteristics of D. goldiana × D. intermedia is available in Evans and Wagner (1964) , Montgomery (1982) , and Thorne and Thorne (1989) .
